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THE NEWSPAPER: A VALUABLE
INSTRUCTIONAL AID
Dr. Leonard Wilson

What is one of the most informative,
interesting, accessible, inexpensive, and
effective academic textbooks on the market
today? Hint: It is found in nearly every_home,
in an increasing number of classrooms, and
people of all ages turn to it every day for
information, entertainment, and advice.
Answer: the daily newspaper. Overlooked as
a valuable pedagogical aid, the newspaper
is finding its way into more and more
classrooms across the country. Its rich
educational potential has just begun to be
realized.
The New York Times in the late 1930's
sponsored the first major program promoting
classroom use of the newspaper. During the
20 years that followed a modicum of other
newspapers recognized the value of the New
York Time's program and instituted similar
programs. It was not, however, until the mid1950' s that the Newspaper-In-The-Classroom
Program gained national attention. During
that time many newspapers across the
country had recognized the value of the
program. In 1967 the name of the program
was changed from Newspaper-In-TheClassroom to Newspaper-In-Education (NIE).
Today over 500 United States newspapers,
large and small, run their NIE programs. The

500 figure represents nearly half of all the
newspapers in the country.
There are many advantages of using the
newspaper in an education program. One of
the greatest advantages is its adaptability in
the classroom. On any given day, the same
newspaper might be used for: a letter and
number identification drill in kindergarten; a
"shopping list" activity in a primary
mathematics class; a reading comprehension
exercise for an intermediate student; a social
studies "text" in junior high; a high school
class "career search" through the classified
ads; the basis for a college student's political
science essay. The ·possibilities for using the
newspaper in education are endless, as
evidenced by the hundreds of NIE curriculum
materials for all grades and subject areas
available from newspapers across the
country.
Other advantages of the use of the
newspaper are: the information is current-upto-the-minute; has a wide selection of topics
that change daily; and there is a variety of
high interest material written on a fourth to
eighth grade reading level.
For instructiv1al purposes, newspaper
content can be divided into four basic
categories:

• Curriculum and Related Content
Areas - social studies, government/
civics, economics, history, language,
science, art, music, and health
education.
• Consumer Resources - weather,
commercial advertisement, legal
notices, homemaking, and cooking .
• Career Opportunities - classified
advertising, career training and
employment opportunities, and
employment agencies .
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• Recreation - comics, advice columns,

general, the newspaper does not replace the
textbook but reinforces learning through the
practical application of the textbook
principles. Research has shown that the
employing of the newspaper in the teaching
situation makes for highlighted relevance of
textbook material. Textbook knowledge, for
the most part, is then; newspapers are now.

horoscopes, restaurants, movie
listings, television schedules, and local
calendar of cultural and sports events.
Following are six samplings of academic
applications that use the newspaper and
involve pupils in practical activities. The six
activities presented have been grouped by
the application suggested for classroom use.

LANGUAGE ARTS SKILLS:
Sequencing

REFERENCES

Beals, P.E. "The Newspaper in the Classroom. " Reading
World, 1983, 23, 69-70.

• Cut comic strips into separate frames,
mix them up, and have students place
them back in their proper sequence.

Criscuold, N.P. "Creative Homework With the
Newspaper." The Reading Teacher, 1981, 921-22.

Comprehension
• Have students read a selected news
story, close the newspaper, and then
write a summary of the news item.

Frith, G.H. " Try the Newspaper . " Teaching
Exceptional Children, Fall 1983, 51-52.

MATHEMATICS SKILLS:
Comparisons-Comparative Shopping

Hatcher, Barbara. " Extra! Extra!. " Childhood
Education, May/ June 1984, 337-338.

• Have students cut out automobile ads
from the newspaper and determine the
total cost for purchasing a car. Discuss
financing, interest rates and the 36month and 48-month options for
payment.

Kelley, A.C. "The Newspaper Can Be an Effective
Teaching Tool." The Journal of Economic
Education, 1983, 14, 56-58.
Morse, Julie. "The Newspaper in the Classroom - An
Important Social Studies Tool. " Curriculum
Review, September 1981, 405-06.

Estimation
• Use a car advertisement from the
newspaper that gives estimated miles
per gallon. Have students determine
the cost of driving daily from one
location to another, for a week, for a
month, and so on, a·t the current
gasoline price per gallon.

P ARENTS,TEACHERS AND NIE
COORDINA10RS RESOLVE TO:

SCIENCE SKILLS:
Writing A Scientific Paragraph
• Ask students to examine the newspaper
weather report and write a paragraph
describing local/national weather,
long term forecasts, and/or
implications of the weather for
farmers, sports enthusiasts or
themselves.

Scientific Graphing
• Ask students to examine the newspaper
weather report and record the
temperature of four major cities in the
world. The students are to graph the
temperature readings after a week
long collection.
Students consider the reading of the
newspaper an adult activity and will readily
read it to feel grown up. The newspaper
holds a great potential as an instructional aid
that will promote academic achievement. In

Promote Newspaper-In-Education!
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